natural moral restraints people have
against engaging in these kinds of
activities -- our conscience and moral
upbringing. And it does this by changing a
person's beliefs and thinking.

I can personally testify about the
effects of marijuana in my own life. When
I smoked marijuana, something invaded
my mind and started changing my
thinking. | began to think that I could
become one with God, or that | actually
was God. | developed an attraction to
Eastern religion, particularly Hinduism. 1
developed an interest in the occult,
astrology, Tarot cards, astral projection,
etc. My moral restraints began
evaporating as | used more marijuana. |
was so attached to the experience of
getting high that it became my main
pursuit for the next four years. 1 smoked
marijuana whenever | had a chance. | had
little motivation to study, work, or do
anything but get high. | wanted marijuana
so badly that | was willing to risk going to
jail for many years because of it.

When | committed my life to Jesus
Christ, 1 knew that | needed to give up
marijuana and other hallucinogenic drugs.
I realized that the influence of these drugs
was the opposite of the influence of the
Holy Spirit. The two are incompatible. In
the 32 years | have had a personal
relationship with God through Jesus
Christ, 1 have never met anyone who
smoked marijuana and also had a personal
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relationship with God. On the other hand, | have
met hundreds of people who have testified that
God told them to give up marijuana when they
became disciples of Jesus.

Before we come to Jesus Christ, we are
living for ourselves, doing what we want to do.
When we come to Jesus, we need to let Him be
Lord of our lives, to find out what He wants us to
do and seek to obey Him. We need to realize that
the way we have been going is wrong, and that
God's way is right. We must make a decision to
live God's way, through the strength He gives us.
The following is an example of a prayer you can
pray to get your life right with God:

"Jesus | know that | have sinned against you. |
believe that you died for my sins and rose from
the dead. Now | ask you to be Lord of my life.
Come into my life and make me the kind of
person you want me to be. Show me each day
what you want me to do. Thank you for forgiving
my sins and giving me eternal life with you."

If you asked Jesus to save you, write us at
the address below. If you do, we will send you
some information to help you live for Him.

Christian Friends P O Box 27358
Oakland, CA 94602  (510) 531-5325
WWW.S0Smin.com mail@sosmin.com

Name

Address

City State Zip
Phone( )
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Since 1996, nine states have voted to
legalize "medical® marijuana. Still,
marijuana remains illegal throughout the
U.S. The U.S. Penal Code states that
any person can be imprisoned for up to
one year for possession of one
marijuana cigarette and imprisoned for
up to five years for growing a single
marijuana plant. Is it wrong to use
marijuana? Does the Bible have
anything to say about it?

The Greek word "pharmakia"” is used
five times in the New Testament, once
in Paul's letter to the Galatians (5:20)
and four times in the last book of the
Bible — Revelation (Rev. 9:21,
Rev.18:23, Rev. 21:8, and Rev. 22:15).
Three of these times, we are told that
those who engage in "pharmakia™ will
not enter Heaven. According to W.E.
Vine’s expository dictionary of New
Testament words, the word "pharmakia”
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