"When they shall say, Peace and secu-
rity; then sudden destruction will come
upon them...and they shall not escape™ 1
Thess. 5:3. Today many people are talk-
ing about a time of world peace, but
there will only be lasting peace on this
earth when the Prince of Peace, Jesus
Christ, rules on earth and in our lives.
The reason we continue to have wars
between nations and between one an-
other is because of our greed and self-
ishness. God has given us His law, in-
cluding the Ten Commandments, to
provide us with a code to live by. Ac-
cording to these commandments, we are
not to lie, steal, take God's name in vain,
dishonor our parents, or covet after ma-
terial things. If we obeyed these rules,
we would have no wars or crime. But
we have all broken these and other com-
mandments many, many times. Just as a
human judge will punish us when we
disobey man's law, God has declared
that He will punish all those who dis-
obey His law. "When the Lord Jesus is
revealed from heaven...He will punish
those who do not know God and do not
obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. They
will be punished with everlasting de-
struction and shut out from the presence
of the Lord" 2 Thess. 1:7,9. This is truly
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a frightening prospect. However, God in his
mercy has provided a way we can be for-
given for our wrongdoing and brought into a
right relationship with our Creator. If we put
our faith in the Lord Jesus Christ, ask Him to
forgive us for our transgressions and turn
away from them in our heart, making Him
our Savior and Lord, we will no longer be
afraid of the day of Christ's return. Instead,
we will be looking forward to that day.

Right now you can get your life in right rela-
tionship with God. Admit that you have
sinned against God. Believe that Jesus Christ
paid for your sins and rose from the

dead. Decide to let Jesus Christ be Lord of
your life and to allow Him to guide and di-
rect you. Ask Jesus Christ to forgive your
sins and come into your life and make you
the kind of person He wants you to be. God
wants to put His Spirit inside you so that you
will have the ability to live for Him. "Jesus, |
know that | have sinned against you. | be-
lieve that you died for my sins and rose from
the dead. Now | ask you to be Lord of my
life. Come into my life and make me the kind
of person you want me to be. Show me each
day what you want me to do. Thank you
for forgiving my sins and giving me eternal
life with you."
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World Peace

We are living in exciting times. The
Cold War seems to have ended. Perhaps
now we can start solving our social
problems. Some modern-day prophets
are talking about an age of world peace,
perhaps beginning in the new millen-
nium - the year 2000.

At the same time, many problems re-
main on the earth. There is still a very
real possibility of nuclear war, destruc-
tion of the ozone layer, the "greenhouse
effect," pollution, nuclear meltdowns,
and many other such evils. Thousands
of babies are born to crack-addicted
mothers, physically and mentally re-
tarded, and thousands of people are dy-
ing in our streets from drug wars and
gangs. Our milk cartons show pictures
of some of the over one million missing
children, many victims of sexual abuse
and murder. And the majority of our
children now grow up in broken homes,
victims of an epidemic of divorce.

Around the world, we still hear reports
of starvation threatening over a million
people in a single nation. And wars con-
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